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STATEMENT

 25.11.2009


The National Union of University Students in Finland

International Degree Students Working Group (IDSWG)

A request for a statement 6.11.2009


A statement of the Student Union of the University of Turku about the recommendations by IDSWG of SYL

General

The Student Union of the University of Turku (TYY) finds analyzing the current needs of international students in Finland and creating recommendations on how these needs could be met very important. TYY agrees with most of the recommendations made by the International Degree Students Working Group of SYL. Important points were highlighted and good ideas raised. However, TYY suggests some changes and clarifications in the recommendations.  

Also, the Student Union of the University of Turku would like emphasize that these recommendations should be presented to all of the organs mentioned in the document. In addition, the recommendations should be presented to the Career Services and Language Centres of all universities. 

The Universities


”Continue the positive progress in making all information – including webpages – concerning studies, degree structure, planning of studies, study guides, course guides and student organizations available in English…” 

Comment: Student organizations are the responsibility of the student union. Move “student organizations” under the chapter “The Student Unions”.

“As and if tuition fees are phased in, commit to organizing meaningful scholarships and funding aimed specifically at those who pay the tuition fees.“ 

Deletion: “As and”
Addition: If the university decides to take part in the tuition fee trial, the trial should be estimated according to the criteria defined in advance. 

The Student Unions

”Student Unions are also in an excellent position to help international students in Finnish or Swedish language learning, but this opportunity has been mostly overlooked.”

Comment: This is not the primary responsibility of a student union, but in addition to what has been said in the paragraph, acting in a student union gives an international student an excellent environment to improve ones Finnish or Swedish language skills. 

”Facilitate Finnish or Swedish language learning.-- “
Comment: The paragraph should be modified. Clarify the point in the paragraph. In our opinion, the point is to encourage international students to act in a student union. 

“An orientation course in English, including a separate session for international degree students concerning studies and long term practical information, should be available. ”
Comment: It should be clarified whether this means the orientation course for new international students or for international tutors. In this paragraph it should mean the orientation (training) for tutors, but the term orientation course refers to orientation for international students. In some universities, both the orientation course for international students and the training for international tutors are organized by the university with the support of the student union. 


”Information should be available in English about relevant professional organizations or labor unions.”

Comment: This is mainly the responsibility of the Career Services. Move under the chapter “The universities”. 

The Ministry of Education


”Universities should assist students in learning subject-relevant Finnish or Swedish through mandatory language courses, language exchange programs, or free-standing tests of ability.”

Comment: It is a good target to include mandatory Finnish or Swedish language courses in the degree programs. It is very important that international degree students have an opportunity to study Finnish and/or Swedish language. However, in some Master’s degree programs there are already other mandatory languages and therefore including compulsory Finnish or Swedish language courses is not always that simple and it is not the only solution. 

”Recognize that international degree students represent an economic and cultural resource for Finland even if they do not choose to settle here.  Alumni programs and an effort to maintain continued contact would help to tap this resource and raise the profile of Finland abroad. 

Comment: Alumni programs are a good idea, but belong rather to the universities’ area of responsibility. 

Attachment 1

In general, very high objectives are presented in the attachment concerning language learning and teaching. In the opinion of TYY, the objectives should be more realistic. 

“Target: Two-year master's program graduates shall be able to speak and understand confidently in Finnish or Swedish in a light-professional environment.”

Comment: Taken into account that a Master´s program student often has only a two-year time to study the language, the target is unrealistic. In all Master’s degree programs it is not possible to include that many Finnish/Swedish courses. Also, the suggested four language courses do not necessarily lead to the sufficient enough language skills mentioned in the target. 
Turku 25.11.2009

The Student Union of the University of Turku

Jukka Vornanen


Katja Sauvola

Chair of the Board


Secretary General

More information: 

Secretary on International Affairs Anna Kahra, tyy-kvsihteeri@utu.fi, p. 02-276 9615
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